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Dear Brethren of Saint John of Jerusalem, 
Knights Hospitaller – OSJ (Malta),

Restrictions rightly enforced by the medical authorities of 
our countries because of the present Covid19 pandemic 
has not stopped our Order from continuing to accom-
plish its noble mission in our quickly evolving world.  The 
discipline within the Petit Conseil has continued to de-
monstrate itself in the good and crystal clear decisions 
decreed by the said Council and which are endorsed by 
the Sovereign Council in line with the Constitution and 

the lawful subordinate ‘Rules of the Order’ which have 
kept our International Order holding fast to its primary 
existence and which would help to proceed even 
further.

From information received from the Priories of the Order it 
is with honour and satisfaction that I am continually 
being kept aware that our Order members are Christians 
who have kept their faith, hope and Charity alive and 
high towards the poor, the sick and the needy.

Our Order has continued throughout the year 2020 of this 
pandemic to hold on to its solidarity towards the motto 
of our Order ”Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum”.  

A MESSAGE from 
H.E. THE LIEUTENANT-GRAND MASTER

Throughout this year of travail I was able to rediscover what 

it really means to be a body of dedicated Christian Knights 
and Dames, spiritually fortified and in possession of an 
unshakeable power of our own conviction, upholding truth 
and honesty, embarked on a mission of mercy and with a 
sacrosanct sense of duty to remain loyal to our vows as 
members of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem –
OSJ(Malta).

The articles in the last International Herald (04_2020) (…)
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(…) presented to us (thanks to H.E. Bailiff Jan Lambrecht) 
by the Priories, are clear proof that even in this dire state 
of living our Order not only did not succumb to an enfor-

ced state of suspended animation but on the contrary 
has pulled through and came out with a clearer con-
ception of our identity.

Again, the article, “Legitimacy of the Order” by H.E. 
Bailiff Bengt Almeback very clearly shows a part of the 
amount of work done by just one member of the Petit 
Conseil whose tenacity never did stop - nor did it slow 
down - the work of the said Council from being carried 

out.

I salute H.E. Bailiff Bengt Almeback, the Conventual 
Bailiffs and their Lieutenants for their excellent governing 
of the Order. 

We have no choice but to continue in the triple guiding 
light of Faith, Hope and Charity, in accord with the 
indisputable teaching of Apostle Paul.  

Throughout the centuries, tenacity always formed part of 
the character of our knights and dames, so it is obvious 
that our onus was to safeguard our continuity.

At this point (for the sake of historical knowledge of our 
legitimacy) allow me to quote from a letter of a member 
of our Order, the historian Professor Donald Harrison 
Smith, sent from his villa at Lens-Lestang, St-Sorlion-En-
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Lt.-Grand Master

Valloire, France, to Professor Gaston Tonna Barthet
the Grand Prior of the Russian Grand Priory–Malta in the 

year 1994. “Whatever your faults or whatever your age, 
you and your brethren have built a working, active Grand 
Priory within the Order to the honour and glory of the 
Christian concept of ‘good works’. None of these other 
‘blood snobs’ or these affluent in their other orders have 
done what you did and are still doing. That is why I stick 
by you. I am keenly conscious of how much you have 
accomplished throughout the years and I am proud to 
be associated with you and your brethren. I am also, 
perhaps more than any of the non-Maltese brethren, 
keenly aware of what obstacles you overcame because I 
have lived with you and know your history in an intimate 
way.”

While thanking you for your continued loyalty, support 
and help towards the needy, I salute you, brethren in 
Saint John, with affection and wish you for the coming 
Easter that the “Light of the Risen Lord bring you peace, 
love and happiness throughout the rest of 2021”.

Yours in Christ & in Saint John,
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Chairman E.C.

5

CHRIST HAS RISEN ! 

It has always been difficult to comprehend the reality of the 
resurrection, and the resurrection has always been debated, 

for how could one even imagine that it had taken place? 
That this has also been the case in the earliest church, we 
can see in 1 Cor., Where Paul very strongly emphasizes the 
significance of the resurrection for the Christian faith, writing: 
"If there is no resurrection from the dead Christ has not risen 
either; but if Christ has not risen, our preaching is empty, and 
your faith is also empty.“

How can Paul say this? Is it necessary to believe in the 

resurrection? Can't one just consider it a story that the 
disciples had invented to convince the Jews that Jesus really 
was the promised Messiah? Or if you look at it from a 
psychological point of view, the resurrection, and the fact 
that Jesus in the Gospel of John appeared to Mary 
Magdalene and the disciples is not just a dream that has 
been so strong that Mary Magdalene and the disciples have 
imagined that they really saw the living Jesus after burying 
him? All their dreams, everything they had hoped for, had 

perished with him when he died on the cross, the light of their 
lives had been extinguished.

But Paul is right, for without the resurrection as a 
historical - and yet unprovable - event, Christianity is 
gone and has been transformed into pure moral 
doctrine. The resurrection of Jesus is our pledge that the 
gospel that he has preached to us is from God, that it is 
true that by the grace of God we are given life in the 
remission of sins when we believe in him. Therefore, the 
message of the resurrection of Jesus Christ must always 
be heard when the gospel is preached, for if this does 
not happen, one simply makes Christianity but a set of 
rules of life that we can find in virtually all religions and 
philosophical schools. The double commandment of 
love, which says that you must love your God and your 
neighbour as yourself, becomes a freak in the Christian 
sense if we cut off its first part and only maintain its (…)

Fra Angelico: Maria Magdalene
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(…) last part. In that case, our Christian faith has become 
pure humanism. What gives the double commandment of 
love its specifically Christian expression is partly that the 
commandment to love one's neighbour is bound together 
with the commandment to love God - and not least that 
Christ himself has identified with the neighbour who claims 
our love. 

Christianity has often been accused of being dreaming 
and without a sense of reality when we proclaim the 
resurrection, for who would believe the old tale? Nor did 
they do so in Athens when Paul preached the gospel of 
the risen Jesus Christ there, so that attitude is not so 
modern even. Incidentally, one must ask who lacks a 
sense of reality, because when you claim from a 
philosophical or political point of view that you should 
simply impress people that it will benefit them best to do 
the good, then they will do the good. Then they are the 
ones who have no sense of reality, because then they 
simply forgot that there are also evil forces in man, and 
the evil forces are not just like to be overcome. If it really 
was that easy to make man good, it is strange that man 
has not been good long ago, for good morals have been 

preached as far back as human history stretches - in any 
case when we look at the scriptural sources. One has 
completely forgotten to consider that there is something 
called lust for power, and this lust for power is far more 
decisive for our existence than good morality.

As Christians, we 

recognize that 
man is sinful, and 
we have to say 
with St. Paul: For I 
do not do the 
good I want, but 
the evil I do not 
want is what I do. 
Therefore, you 

can set as many 
moral rules as you 
want, for man 
becomes neither 
better nor hap-
pier for that rea-
son. On the cont-
rary, man will 
become more 

unfortunate, for 
man will all too 
soon discover

that he is not at all able to meet the demands which it is 
made, no matter how hard it tries, for he will still offend 
himself against his neighbour, and we all know that if we 
cannot honour the demands that life places on us, life 
very quickly becomes a passion.
(…)
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(…) It is here that the Christian preaching of the 
resurrection becomes important; it is here that it sounds to 
each one of us when we are far down and cannot find a 
way out. To us it sounds, "Jesus Christ has risen!" - "I am the 
resurrection and the life!" This means that in the faith of the 
risen Jesus Christ, we are given life, our life becomes new, 
because in the faith of God's grace we are forgiven of all

our sins, all 
those that we 
commit daily 
and that 

weigh us 
down becau-
se we cannot 
forgive our-
selves. We 
would suc-
cumb if we 
could not 
come to God 
and have 
forgiveness, 
power, and 
strength to live 
life on. Our 
lives are rene-
wed because 
we are freed 
from the

power of sin and death. We partake of the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ here and now; the message of the 
resurrection sounds to us in this life, and this is where we 
need it, the life that springs from the love of Christ and 
does not know the limit of death.(…)

Rev. Niels REFSKOU, KJSJ,
Chairman of the Ecclesiastical Council.
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REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

NEVER LET HOPE FADE AWAY IN OUR LIVES We call hope, together with faith and love, divine 
virtues, because they are rooted in God and they are 
the fruit of the divine working in man, of God’s grace. 
The other virtues known even in ancient times as the 
cardinal virtues can be credited more to the account 
of man himself. They are the result of a careful practice 
of what we can call a virtuous life. The divine virtues 
also need the commitment of man, but their origin 
does not lie with man, but with God himself. It is with 
and through God’s grace, combined with our 
openness to this grace and ultimately our commitment, 
that they can grow in our lives.

8

Hope is sometimes referred to as the 
little girl in the group of the three 
divine virtues. It runs between the 

virtues of faith and love and draws 
strength from both and forms an 
essential bond with them. It is the 
virtue least written about when 
compared to what has been written 
about faith and love. It was Pope 
Benedict who specifically 
highlighted this divine virtue in 2007 
in his encyclical Spe Salvi after his 

first encyclical Deus Caritas Est, 
which appeared two years earlier. 
Obviously, everyone was surprised 
that this great theologian chose

precisely this order and left the final editing of his third 
encyclical on faith, Lumen Fidei, to his successor Pope Francis 
after his resignation. A prefect of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith would have been expected to choose a 
different order, but the choice of the order probably would not 
have been a coincidence for Pope Benedict. One can only 
speak meaningfully of faith and hope if one opens oneself 
beforehand to God’s love, who is the true alpha and omega in 
our lives and the only true source of our faith and hope. Without 
the love of God as a source, our faith is narrowed down to a 
measured reasoning and our hope becomes the plaything of 
the arbitrariness of our lives.

Let us take a look at the virtue of hope, at that little girl 
among the other two divine virtues, and  (…)



perspective on which we can and want to focus our 
lives. This perspective can be found on a purely human 
level. There are many events that we look forward to 
and that give us hope and keep hope alive. We can all 
share experiences where we cherished hope by looking 
forward to a joyful event that awaited us. Thinking 

about a future event may be enough to get through a 
difficult time. The recent lockdown during the pandemic

9

(…) ask ourselves what place we give it in our lives and 
what importance it has. When we abandon hope, we 
either end up in despair or in a mentality of indifference. 
Both are very detrimental to our actions and to the way in 
which we build our lives. That is why it is so important to do 

everything we can to hold on to hope and really keep it 
alive, even if it is threatened and we end up in difficult 
situations where there is a real danger of ending up in one of 
these pits: the pit of despair or the pit of indifference.

In order to be able to hope and maintain hope, we need a

may have caused many people to be hopeful for the 
moment when it would be lifted. In Rome, we were 
literally locked up for more than two months without 
being able to leave the house. I repeatedly stood at the 
gate in the hope of being able to open it once again. I 
dreamed of taking my favourite walk down the Via 
Appia Antica as a reward for this liberation, which 
actually became a reality. (…)

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE
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car park. It is an image that will stay in my memory 
forever. At that moment my hope was to stand outside 
in front of this statue and to turn my back on the 

hospital. When one feels a little better every day and this 
is confirmed by the doctors, one holds on to this hope 
and in turn it has a positive influence on the further 
course of the illness. Or how hope can have a healing 
effect.
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(…) I will never forget my first drive through a still deserted 
city and then that walk down the Via Appia Antica where 
in some places the grass had grown almost as tall as a 
man. I only saw smiling faces of families enjoying this 
liberation on the first free and very sunny Saturday morning. 
Most of them had put their masks in their pockets, because 
they wanted to enjoy the open air to the fullest. How the 

prospect of an ordinary walk during a special time can 
become a source of hope and keep hope alive. Indeed, 
we should not instantly be thinking of major events, which 
undoubtedly will happen. But often these are very small 
and simple things. When I myself was in hospital with Covid-
19, my only hope was to be released as soon as possible. 

Every day I would look out of the window from my bed and 
see a large statue of the Sacred Heart on the edge of the

Having an ideal can also give us hope and the strength 
to grow towards this ideal. How many sacrifices do 
people make to reach an ideal ? Some are even willing 
to give their lives for it. People who plunge into politics 
because they believe in their party’s programme are 
prepared to give up a lot and to endure a lot in order to 

advance their party. Unfortunately, of course, we also see 
many who enter politics with very different ambitions and 
who on ly care about the power they acquire (…)

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE
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Even more than events 
and ideals, it is mainly 
people who can be a 
source of hope. Of 
course, people also 
play a role in the events 
we look forward to and 
the ideals we pursue. I 

can still hear a very sick 
man say that he was 
hoping to live long 
enough so that he 
could hold his first 
grandchild in his arms. 
Many feared that he
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(…) or the benefits they gain from it. However, these are 
also prospects, albeit negative ones, which give people 
hope to go their own way and to overcome many 
obstacles. It is always about this prospect that they see on 
the horizon and that they keep looking forward to, doing

everything they can to get closer to it. An ideal can also 
be a professional career that people look forward to 
during the sometimes difficult student years. It provides 
strength to persevere, to study even harder. It can also be 
a more spiritual ideal such as a relationship with a loved 
one or pursuing a religious vocation. One dreams of what 
one wants to become and be in this relationship or voca-
tion, and when one looks back on this period of prepara-

tion, it is striking how hope and longing in itself added a 
very positive colour to this time.

would not make it, but by some miracle he was able to 
experience this moment. Very soon after this happy event 
he died peacefully. The people around him said that 
looking forward to this event gave him the physical 
strength to hold on for so long despite the severe cancer 
that plagued him. We now know the stories of the prisoners 
in the concentration camps who survived because they 
kept looking forward to seeing their loved ones again and 
wrote stories about them. Those who no longer had this 
prospect or no longer held on to it quickly fell prey to de-
spair or succumbed to a total indifference that deprived 
them of the desire and strength to live. People also help 
each other to keep hope alive during difficult times in life. 
They help each other to transcend the current situation, 
which can be very threatening and (…)

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE
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(…) frightening, and not get bogged down in despair or 

indifference. If we are just doom-mongering in our room 
and get caught up in the darkest scenarios imaginable, we 
can get into a vicious circle of negativity and really see no 
way out. We cannot get out on our own, but a conversa-
tion with another person can work wonders in this case. It is

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

always about helping others to open up perspectives that 
we are not able to open up on our own. Sometimes it is 
enough for us to be able to voice our concerns to another 
person in order to rediscover a glimmer of light in our suppo-
sed total darkness. It can really put things into perspective 
that we simply hear ourselves speak without needing to 
expect an answer straight away. Actively listening is usually

enough.

Until now, we have only looked at hope from a human 
point of view and searched for the perspectives that 
could boost our hope within our human experiences and 
opportunities. But hope as a divine virtue has deeper 
roots and therefore it can remain standing even if there 
is no human perspective. As we pointed out at the 
beginning, divine virtues require the commitment of 

man, but they are led and fuelled by God’s grace. 

That is why the perspective referred to does not end with 
what we as human beings can achieve or dream of, but 
instead it finds its true origin and breeding ground in God 
and with God. Of course, we can only understand and 
experience this if we believe in a God who cares for us 
and loves us. Notice how the other two divine 
virtues immediately appear on the horizon
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(…) and embrace hope, so to speak.

What an inner wealth if we can let hope grow within us as a 
divine virtue, so that even the darkest days of our lives will 
still catch a glimpse of light. There is a light within us that 
cannot be put out because it comes from outside our own 
limitations. This reveals the strength with which believers can 
handle even the most difficult situations and are not 
overwhelmed by them. No, that does not just happen, but

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

that really is the gift of the working of God’s grace within us. 
The condition, of course, is that we consciously open 
ourselves to it, that we allow God’s grace into our lives. In 
doing so, we should not deny our own limitations or push 
them away. We do not need to run from this limitation, but

rather face it, and at this very limit of our human 
limitation we consciously give ourselves up and take 
the leap of faith, firmly convinced that God is there to 
catch us and never abandon us. We can meditate 
devoutly on this when everything is going well for us, 
but it becomes a full reality when we reach the limit 
of our human capabilities and when, on a purely 
human level, we can only run away in despair or indif-
ference. It is at that moment that the divine virtue of 

hope becomes a reality and comes into effect, 
opening up our hopelessness to a superhuman 
perspective, the perspective that only God can give

us. This hope does not just fall into our lap. Nor will it 
simply shield us from discouragement, sadness for 
what we are experiencing, even uproar or threat to 
sink into despair or indifference. But precisely 
at that moment it is there with its (…)
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(…) supernatural power, fuelled by a lived faith in God 
who is there with his love for us and therefore does not 
abandon us. We recall the words of God spoken through 
the prophet Isaiah: “Can a mother forget her infant, be 
without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should 
she forget, I will never forget you. See, upon the palms of 

my hands I have written your name; your walls are ever 
before me” (Is 49:15-16). Even if we are abandoned by all, 
falling back on ourselves with our problems for which we 
can no longer see a way out, we must dare to look 
upwards and truly believe that God is still there and will

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

never abandon us. By looking upwards, we entrust our 
concerns to him in prayer, showing him our deepest 
wounds and crying out for them to be healed by him. The 
movement towards God is already the beginning of a

new perspective that we allow in our hopelessness. Of 
course, God will not pull a solution out of a hat, he is not a 
deus ex machina as the Greeks thought of their gods. But 
he gives us the inner strength to go on, without sparing 
any effort to keep looking for solutions, but at the same

time with a growing confidence that one day there will be 
a solution, not always the one that we ourselves find, but 
one that is offered to us from an unexpected angle. After 
every dark night comes a new morning. And, in faith, this 
new morning carries with it the light of the resurrection, 
where even the greatest hopelessness that brings us death 
is destroyed. It is this perspective of the resurrection that 
we must give a place in our lives now and allow to beco-
me active at times when we are going through experien-
ces of death: moments of overwhelming (…)
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(…) difficulties, life-threatening situations, I repeat, moments 
when only despair or indifference seem to be the answers. 
At these moments, we must be able to descend to this 
place in our hearts where we can meet God and where we 
can speak and pray to him in confidence. But we need to 
know this place before we are in need, to be aware that 
this place is there, the place of which Saint Augustine said

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

that God was to be found in the depths of his innermost 
being. That is why it is important for us to allow ourselves to 

grow in the divine virtues, to create space in our lives so 
that they can become the driving forces in our lives. We will 
not be able to fall back on this divine virtue of hope if we 
have not allowed it to grow in our hearts first, together with

faith and love. Here, too, we can draw a parallel with 
the other virtues that also need to be practised, trained 
before we are allowed to experience their beneficial 
influence on our lives.

Recently, I was struck by the story of an Italian missio-
nary, Fr. Pier Luigi Maccalli, who was held captive for 
two years by Al Qaeda in Niger, later in Mali, and stayed 

in an unknown place in a desert. After his liberation, he 
was asked how he had survived those two years of 
complete uncertainty about his life. “I kept hoping 
because I believed that God wouldn’t abandon me. 

Every day I felt carried by God.” There are no words when 
one hears such a testimony, but here we hear only the 
power that the divine virtue of hope can (…)
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(…) give us. At the same time, I read a biography of Die-
trich Bonhoeffer in which was printed a letter he wrote from 
prison on New Year’s Day to his family and fiancée, which 
he ended with a poem. I use this poem to conclude this 
reflection on hope because Bonhoeffer, too, speaks of 
hope in a poetic way as being indestructible, even in the 
desperation of imprisonment and the threat of hearing his 
death sentence every day, which would be pronounced 
shortly after writing this letter.

REFLECTIONS on
HOPE

“With every power for good to stay and guide me,
Comforted and inspired beyond all fear,
I’ll live these days with you in thought beside me,
And pass, with you, into the coming year.

The old year still torments our hearts, unhastening;
The long days of sorrow still endure;
Father, grant to the souls thou hast been chastening
That thou hast promised, the healing and the cure.

Should it be ours to drain the cup of grieving
Even to the dregs of pain, at thy command,
We will not falter, thankfully receiving
All that is given by thy loving hand.

While all the powers of good aid and attend us,
Boldly, we’ll face the future, come what may.
At even and at morn God will befriend us,
And oh, most surely on each newborn day!”

Frater René STOCKMAN, KSJ,
Superior General, Brothers of Charity.



QUOTE ON MINDS

The intuitive mind is 

a sacred gift 

and the rational mind is 

a faithful servant. 

We have created 

a society that honours

the servant 

and has forgotten 

the gift.      

Albert EINSTEIN

45



It was a very special Service for the five newly invested 
Knights and with their families in attendance. New 
knights were David Caruso KSJ, David Meyers KSJ, Simon 
Murray OAM KSJ, Steve Pearson CSC RAN KSJ and The 
Honourable David Bleby QC KSJ.

The service was led by Priory Chaplain, Chevalier the 
Rev. Carl Aitken under the guidance of Prelate 
Chevalier the Rev. Canon David O’Neill KJSJ who was 
unable to attend.  An inspiring homily entitled ‘Christian 
Hope’ was delivered by Chevalier Professor Ian Olver
AM KSJ in which he reminded the Congregation of the 
power of hope and courage in these uncertain and 
troubling times. The Christ Church Choir although few in 
number gave strong voice and fanfares played by the 
solo trumpeter were stirring and glorious. 
(…)
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2020 INVESTITURE
Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)

INVESTITURE 2020

Held at our Conventual Church, Christ Church in North 
Adelaide, the Investiture was a great success and five new 
Knights were welcomed into the Order. Although delayed 
from July, we were able to proceed with the Service within 
the restrictions imposed due to COVID-19 in South Australia.  
This became the only Investiture that was able to be held 
anywhere in Australia or elsewhere within the International 
Order in 2020. Although travel into South Australia was 
prohibited, the Investiture was possible as Grand Prior David 
Wilckens CJSJ, who presided, lives in Adelaide.

[ Newly invested Knights: Chevaliers David CARUSO KSJ, David 

MEYER KSJ, the Hon. David BLEBY QC KSJ, Simon MURRAY OAM 
KSJ, Steve PEARSON CSC RAN KSJ.]

[Chevalier the Rev Carl Aiken, 

KSJ, Conventual Chaplain]

[The Accolade: Grand Prior 

Chev. David WILCKENS CJSJ 

and Aspirant Steve PEARSON]



Prior Tony Woods CJSJ welcomed the group and he and 
Grand Prior David Wilckens CJSJ presented the Diplomas 
and information kits to the new Knights.  Ms Lorna Riddle, 
the Executive Director of the Mary Potter Foundation, the 
primary charity for the Priory, acknowledged the ongoing 
and significant financial contribution by the Priory. She 

related the experiences of some patients in the Hospice 
and how donations supported them and their families and 
were especially important with the current pandemic.
Newly invested Chevalier Simon Murray KSJ responded on 
behalf of his brother knights, speaking of the pleasure, 
honour but also the responsibility that entering (…)
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The celebration luncheon was held at the Naval, Military 
and Airforce Club in East Adelaide.  The large group for 
lunch required us to be seated in two adjacent rooms 
conform to COVID-19 regulations.  This separation did not 
deter from the occasion as roving microphones enabled 
the speakers to move seamlessly from room to room.  As 
Master of Ceremonies, Chevalier Richard Dennis KSJ, led 
proceedings in a relaxed but formal manner.  The luncheon 
was delightful with great food and South Australian wine 
enjoyed in a convivial atmosphere.

INVESTITURE
Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)

(…) Under the direction of the Senior Marshall, Chevalier 
Robert Black, the Investiture procession was conducted 
smoothly and efficiently. At the conclusion of the Service, 
members recessed from the Church following the Crucifer 
and Priory Banner to congratulate the new Knights in warm 
sunshine.
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INVESTITURE
Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)

(…) the Order brings and the delightful afternoon concluded.  
All those who worked tirelessly to bring about the Investiture 
Service and the Celebratory Luncheon, especially Chevalier 
Don Stewart CGSJ the Functions Committee, are to be 
congratulated for another very successful occasion.

Chev. Mark Denton, CGSJ                  Chev. Tony Woods CJSJ

(L) Prior Chev. Tony WOODS, CJSJ, 

(R)  Grand Prior Chev. David WILCKENS, CJSJ.]



ted into two adjacent rooms to comply with 

social distancing limits. 
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Celebrating the RELIEF of the SIEGE OF MALTA
Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)

Celebrating the Relief of the SIEGE of MALTA

Despite the restrictions imposed by the current COVID 19 
outbreak, the members of the South Australian Priory wel-
comed the newly appointed Honorary Consul for Malta in 
South Australia, Mrs Carmen Spiteri to the Naval, Military 
and Airforce Club in Adelaide on Friday 11th September to 

commemorate the Relief of the Great Siege of Malta in 
1565.

Prior Chevalier Professor Tony Woods CJSJ, together with 
the Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens CJSJ and part-
ners Dorothy and Jill, hosted Mrs; Spiteri and her husband 
Venny, to a celebratory evening with a difference. Unlike 
functions of previous years, the restrictions imposed by 
covid-19 required that the food and drinks be served with 
all guests seated at a table.  The attendees were separa-

Prior Tony in his welcoming address reminded guests that 
we were celebrating the lifting of the Great Siege of 
Malta which occurred on the 8th September 1565.  
However Prior Tony also suggested that today “we are all 
under siege” in this current COVID climate. While were all 
familiar with the impact of COVID-19 in Australia, he 
gave a brief summary of the pandemic in Malta as of 
Sept 10. He then drew comparisons between the situa-
tion in Malta and that of Tasmania as they each have 
very similar population.  He concluded by proffering our 
thoughts and prayers to all those suffering from infection 
by the virus. 
(…)

[Prior Chev. Tony WOODS, CJSJ, Mrs. Dorothy WOODS, Ms. 

Carmen SPITERI, Honorary Consul for Malta in South 

Australia, and Mr Venny SPITERI]
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Celebrating the RELIEF of the SIEGE OF MALTA
Priory of SOUTH AUSTRALIA (AU)

(…) In returning to the story of The Great Siege, Prior Tony 
explained that was one of the most pivotal battles in 
European history. After the Knights of St John departed from 
Rhodes in 1523, they settled on the island of Malta where 
they continued to provide valuable charitable and Hospi-
taller services.  The Ottoman Empire subsequently laid siege 
to Malta as it was strategically crucial for access to the 
Mediterranean and expansion into Italy and Spain. The 
attacked began on the 19th of May.  Over half the forces 
on both sides were casualties of the fighting, with ultimate 
success on the 8th September 1565 when the Ottomans 
withdrew as a Christian relief force arrived. The battle re-
minds us that as well as their long tradition of support to the 
sick and disadvantaged the Knights were also a formidable 
military force.

Prior Tony then explained that Malta had in fact withstood 
two other major onslaughts.  The French invaded on June 
10th, 1798 which ended the 268-year rule by the Knights in 
Malta.  Within months, the Maltese rebelled.  The British 
came to their aid and blockaded the island.  The French 
capitulated in 1800 and Malta became a British protecto-
rate for the next 164 years.  In June 1940 Malta was again 
attacked this time by Italian and German forces.  The Island 
withstood the onslaught and in recognition of the bravery 

displayed by both the civilian population and military forces 
King George VI awarded the George Cross to Malta on 
April 15, 1942.  Later in December 1943, US President Franklin 
D Roosevelt awarded a Presidential Citation to the Maltese 
people in which Malta was described as “a beacon of 
hope”.

In responding, Ms Spiteri thanked the Prior and provided 
an outline of her experience and background leading 
to her appointment as Honorary Consul in South 
Australia.  She was born in Malta but left for Australia at 
the age of 2 years.  On completion of her schooling, Mrs 
Spiteri was employed as a Para-Legal Practitioner and 
Administrative Assistant for over 30 years. Her interests 
have included participation with the Maltese Queen of 
Victories Band, and she has been active as the long-
time Secretary of the Maltese Community Council.  In 
concluding, Mrs Spiteri described her emotional feelings 

following a visit to her birthplace, Malta.
Chev. John SPENCER, OAM RFD JP, KSJ

Prior Chev. Tony WOODS, CJSJ



QUOTE

Do not abandon 

yourselves to

despair. 

We are the

Easter people

and Alleluiah

is our song !

Pope John Paul II
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The St. Francis Commandery has held several zoom meetings this past three months and has maintained contact with the 
charities that support wounded veterans in the Bay Area. The Commandery is preparing to hold a virtual auction on 9 April to 
raise money for charities that support wounded veterans. Chevalier Gordon Hess is leading the committee with Chevalier 
William Chadwick, Chevalier Eric Buckner, Chevalier Tom Gilheany, Commander Keith Turner, and Chevalier Christopher 
Barnes assisting on the committee. All Dames and Knights of the Commandery are expected to participate in the virtual 
auction.

The Commandery recently received a thank you letter for a donation to "Canine Companions for Independence", which is 
quoted in part below. The letter was sent to Commander Keith Turner. "Canine Companions is so grateful to you for your gift 

to our graduate fund to help Bay Area veterans care for their service dogs.  Your donation will make a difference for veterans 
like Victor, a proud Army veteran with traumatic brain injury and PTSD from his time in the military. In February 2020 he was
matched with his service dog Violet.”
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CHARITY: “Canine Companions for Independence",
Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

REPORT: PRIORY of the PACIFIC, 
Winter 2020-2021

In Victor's words:

"She's the best thing that ever happened to me. Violet is amazing 
and so well trained. Since I've had her, I've been calmer and more 
relaxed. Trained in over 40 commands, Violet wakes me up from 
nightmares, interrupts my panic attacks, turns on lights in dark 
rooms, creates a buffer when we are in crowded public spaces, 
and so much more."

"Your gift ensures that more veterans like Victor can confidently 
receive the gift of independence in the coming year.  Thank you so 
much for your support."

Sincerely,
Angie Escudero

Sr. Development Director, Northwest Region
(…)

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https://p2p.onecause.com/end-of-year&psig=AOvVaw34a8mqFwoJ51DGt6sYLVDw&ust=1614937918431000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKC8_eOulu8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ
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Yours in St. John,
Biz Obley, KJSJ.

Prior,
Pacific Priory (USA)

John H. ROUSH Jr.

1923 - 2021
Colonel John H. Roush Jr., US Army (ret.) who died in January aged 98, was a founding member of the Commandery of St. 
Francis, together with a small group of retired Army officers, when it was established in 1991 as a unit of the historic Order of 
St John, Knights Hospitaller. The Commandery’s aim was - as it remains - to provide charitable support for injured service 
veterans in the San Francisco Bay Area.
John completed Army basic training in 1943, returning afterward to college for a year in the Army’s Specialized Training 
Program before assignment to an infantry division in France in 1944 where he was commissioned. He took part in the 
Ardennes campaign of December 1944, famed as the ‘Battle of The Bulge’. John’s division was one of the US Army’s forces 
that blunted, then defeated, the German surprise assault launched in mid December. He fought on with his division into 

1945, to the ultimate victory in Germany. His subsequent Army career included assignments in Austria, at NATO, and at the 
Army War College. 

In Memoriam: John H. Roush Jr., CGSJ,  
Priory of the PACIFIC (USA) 

John was a lifelong avid big game hunter and sport fisherman. His hunting 
exploits in retirement took him around the USA and across the world, during the 
course of which he set numerous records and established many friends. He was 
a prolific author, writing ten books on subjects ranging from hunting to military 
matters. These included ‘World War II Reminiscences’, an anthology of the 
memoirs of eighty Marin County World War II veterans which led him to mentor 

several other budding authors through the Outdoor Writers Association.
He received many awards and decorations from the US Army, the California 
National Guard, and eight allied nations. He held a Ph.D.; was a Fellow of the 
Explorers’ Club; and was inducted into the Infantry Officers Candidate School 
(OCS) Hall of Fame in Fort Benning, Georgia. He received the Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award, as well as the President’s Plaque, from the Reserve Officers’ Association of America. John married Virginia Ellard 
Beans, who pre-deceased him. They are survived by two sons and their offspring.
Colonel John Roush was a Commander of Grace in the Order of St. John, Knights Hospitaller, an organization he supported 
proudly until his passing. 
RIP 



Report: Deutschschweiz Priory (CH)
Looking back at 2020 under Covid-19-Conditions
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Priory Deutschschweiz: looking back at 2020 under Covid-19-Conditions

2020 was in every respect an exceptional year for our Priory. The main negative aspect was the almost complete lack of 
personal contact with each other, as none of the originally planned events could be held. Since video conferencing also 
could not be done because some of our brothers do not have the necessary equipment. Thus, the mandatory adminis-
trative decisions such as acceptance of the accounts etc. had to be taken by mail. Otherwise, contact among the 
sisters and brothers of our priory was reduced to e-mail and phone contacts, with the following exception:

Aftercare clinic Tannheim (Germany)
A family’s life is literally “thrown out of joint” when a child becomes seriously ill. The fear for the child’s life, the uncertainty 

about the course of the disease and the effect of the acute therapy places an enormous burden on parents and 
brothers and sisters. The aftercare clinic in Tannheim gives families with seriously chronically ill children new strength and 
hope. It provides four weeks of treatment for the entire family as part of family-oriented follow-up care for a child with 
cancer, heart disease or cystic fibrosis. Young patients can take advantage of the “Young REHA” program, while the 
clinic offers adults follow-up care as part of the “REHA27PLUS” program. Families who have lost a child through illness or 
accident are also treated. The focus of the treatment is to ensure the medical success of the sick child as well as the 
physical and psychological stabilisation of the entire family.

Last year we had already 
taken the opportunity to 
support this clinic with the 
organization of a benefit 
concert and were able to 
hand over a total of EUR 3’500 
(see our report in the 
International Herald 2/2020). 
For 2020 our priory decided to 
give a further support of EUR 
5’000 through our Ger-man 
Hospitaller Foundation. (…)



Mrs. and Mr. Müller, the clinic’s  
managing director, oriented us 

about the problems with corona. 
Because of one single positive 

tested patient, the whole clinic 
had to be closed by order of the 

authorities and all patients had 
to be transported home. The 
clinic remained closed for a 

month and was only then able 
to reopen gradually. This now 

results in a loss of EUR 1.6 million.

Report: Deutschschweiz Priory (CH)
Looking back at 2020 under Covid-19-Conditions
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On Saturday, 5th September 2020, a large delegation from our priory was 
able to realize the symbolic handover of the donation in Beuron (Germany). 
With beautiful summer weather this meeting could take place outside, so that 
we could handle it without the corona-related-moth-nose-protection at the 
table, which clearly contributed to a socially better atmosphere.

It was with great pleasure that we were able to present the symbolic 
cheque to the clinic’s managing director at a small ceremony.

The stories about the problems and also about the daily life and the projects of the clinic made a deep impression on the 
sisters and brothers of our priory. This then led to our priory’s decision to double the donation and thus donate another EUR
5’000, this time through our Swiss Hospitaller Foundation in order to help the seriously chronically ill children and their 
families. (…)

(…)



Report: Deutschschweiz Priory (CH)
Looking back at 2020 under Covid-19-Conditions
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(…) Play- and learning room “The Northern Lights”
The play- and learning room “The Northern Lights” currently has three 
carers and 15 children of primary school age. Intensive care is neces-
sary here, as all the children come from socially disadvantaged families. 
In addition to teaching social components, the facility also provides 
homework supervision. “The Northern Lights” is a play and learning room 
according to KITA law of the state of Rhineland-Palatinate. Since this 
law has changed to the disadvantage of such play- and learning 
rooms, the budget that the city and municipalities make available for 
this purpose is being reduced more and more, with the result that there 
is a shortage in every nook and cranny.
We have already supported these children in previous years, whether 
by replacing old furniture, that had become unusable, or procuring 
holiday cards from the city of Worms. 

Othmar ZÜGER, KGSJ,
Webmaster

Deutschschweiz Priory

Corona-conditioned 2020 was not always easy for “The Northern Lights” either. Since the city of Worms did not provide any 
face mask for the children in these learning rooms, we were able to improve the situation somewhat with the donation of 
cloth masks. Much more important was probably the fulfilment of another wish. Shortly before Christmas we were able to 
support “the Northern Lights” with the purchase of 15 tablets, which can be useful for play as well as for doing homework. 
The Christmas and Thank-you-card sent to us shows that this gift was highly appreciated.

In summary, it can be said for our priory that in 2020 we suffered 
greatly from the lack of personal contact with each other, which 
also made the generation of donations practically impossible. For-

tunately, this has not stopped us from helping those in need and 
especially children, true to the second part of our motto “for 
Service to Humanity”.



WE WANT 

YOU 
for The International Herald !    

Make yourself heard, from all OSJ units. We DO want to 
know how you are doing over 
there on our motto Pro Fide, the pro Utilitate Hominum !

Send in your contributions in Word format and in pictures 
soon for the next 02/2021 edition to
lambrechtnot@skynet.be, by the end of MAY to come at  
the latest. 

MANY THANKS !

CALL FOR CONTENT

THE INTERNATIONAL HERALD
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CHARITY: “Children helping children” at Sjøskogen,
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)

30

St. Sunniva of Norway: 300 people get an 
unforgettable dream trip thanks to this 
gang: “Children helping children” at 
Sjøskogen. (translation of *** newspaper)

It started with… a simple spring market in 2011. Now 
they have raised close to the € 20.000 benchmark. 
This provides 300 people with a dream trip to Bergen 
next year. 
Sjøskogen: Train trip to Bergen, the Aquarium, tour at 
Haakonsvern of many other things in a tight schedu-
le, had not been possible without the children at 
Sjøskogen SFO (= after school activity).
SFO-leader Mustafa Kroop and Frank Jakobsen in the 
Ås Maltese group are impressed with the children at 
Sjøskogen SFO. They have raised close to € 20.000

from 2011 unto 2019 on their annual spring market under the motto “Children helping children”. The money goes to sociali-
zing efforts for the cancer-struck children and their families.

Prosperous cooperation
Next year 300 people will receive an unforgettable trip to Bergen thanks to the great commitment of the children at 
Sjøskogen. “It was Mustafa that contacted us because he saw in the local newspaper what we were doing. It evolved into 
a very prosperous cooperation, and the children were even allowed into the Radium hospital and see for themselves what 
was going on there. We have a socializing-manager at the Radium hospital, Thora Kollenborg, come and visit Sjøskogen
and have lectures, along with visitations from the Akershus children's cancer association” says Frank Jakobsen.

A long time at the hospital
The SFO-children feel lucky that they can attend regular school, while other children must spend a long time at the hospital.
“They have different types of cancer. Some are unfortunate and get cancer when they are very young. Then they must 
spend one or two years at the hospital missing out on regular school. That is why they are so happy when they (…)

Entrepreneurs: SFO-leader Mustafa Kroop and Frank Jakobsen in 
The Ås Maltese group are impressed with the children at Sjøsko-
gen SFO. They have raised almost € 20.000 from 2011 until 2019 
on their annual spring market under the motto “Children helping 
children”. The money goes to socializing activities for cancer-struck 
children and their families.
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(…) get an opportunity to join a tour like this” says Mustafa Kroop.
“In Norway, the level of competence among the doctors and nurses 

are so high that about 85 % of the cancer-struck children recover and 
get well,” says Frank Jakobsen. The great train trip is arranged on a 
semi-annual basis. It was planned for this year, but due to the covid-
situation, it has been postponed until next year. Nevertheless, a gift from 
Sjøskogen is still important in the year in-between. “Some years money 
has been spent on gifts at the Radium hospital. The children there have 
for instance received iPads, headphones, and much other cool stuff 
such as a “pizza-card” that allows the children to order pizza when they 
get visitors. Sjøskogen contributes to so much joy and happiness. Is it not 

awesome?” says Frank Jakobsen.

and understand when someone is in pain or need of comfort is so fundamen-
tally important. It is because of Mustafa, all the employees, and the children, 
that this is possible”, says Frank Jakobsen.
“The diploma is getting the premium spot on the wall. We have raised almost € 
20.000 during these years, and we set a record last year when we raised € 3000 
in a single day”, says Mustafa Kroop.
Due to the covid situation, the children at Sjøskogen SFO could not arrange 
their annual spring market this year. They will, however, make a strong come-
back next year. (…)

The greatest school and SFO in the country
“I believe this is the greatest school and SFO in all of Norway. You learn 
social intelligence and empathy. That is the most important thing one

Yearlong cooperation: SFO-leader Mustafa Kroop
reached out to Frank Jakobsen in the Ås Maltese 
group. Since then, the cooperation has evolved 
into a very prosperous partnership. The Diploma 
from Ås Maltese group is going to get the place of 
honor on his wall.

can teach children. I 
think it is just as impor-
tant as reading. 
Because the ability to 
“read” other children

CHARITY: “Children helping children” at Sjøskogen,
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)
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(…) Learning to become good people
The Ås Maltese group feels tremendous appreciation towards 
their little friends at Sjøskogen. “Now and then I see children 
contributing to the Radium hospital, but nothing can compare 
to the commitment of these children. They keep going year 
after year, and I do believe the ownership these children feel 
towards the project is very important. The children talk about it 
and learn a lot. This is very positive. They learn how to become 
good people” says Frank Jakobsen.
Pro Fide, Pro Utilitate Hominum.

Frank JAKOBSEN, CJSJ,
Commander 

St.Sunniva of Norway,
Prior

Nordic Priory.

CHARITY: “Children helping children” at Sjøskogen,
St. Sunniva Cdry. (NOR)



CITATION

Jesus said to her: “I 

am the resurrection 

and the life. 

Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, 

yet shall he live, and 

everyone who lives 

and believes in me 

shall never die.

John 11:25–26
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REFLECTIONS on
MERRY CHRISTMAS

REFLECTIONS on MERRY CHRISTMAS could not be allowed, neither should religious 
services – they said. Like the rest of the population, religi-
ous groups and individuals should be creative enough to 
find alternative (i.e. online) ways of celebrating their 
religious feasts within the context of the overall lock down 
strategy.

These reactions betray a very common misunderstanding 
of the nature and the significance of ritual within the reli-
gious context (at least of many religions). One does not 
have to be a believer oneself in order to come to a more 
adequate insight. Cultural-anthropological knowledge of 
religious rituals is enough, as I will now try to show.
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During the corona pandemic, religious gatherings were some-
times completely prohibited in Belgium; only funerals and mar-
riage ceremonies with a very restricted number of attendants 
were allowed. At the beginning of December 2020, religious

****

It is important to understand the distinction between a 
ritual and a feast or a party. A feast is the instrument of 
individual or collective intentions and desires (…)

groups, including the 
Belgian bishops, de-
manded a relaxation 
of the prohibition in 
view of the Christmas 
period (as had alrea-
dy been accepted in 
all neighboring coun-
tries). The Council of 
State (Supreme Coun-
cil) declared that the 
prohibition contrive-
ned the freedom of 
religion inscribed in 
the Belgian constitu-
tion. Interestingly, the 
Council declared that 
freedom of religion 
included freedom of

communal religious ceremonies - be it under certain con-
ditions (restricted number of attendants, etcetera). Many 
opinion makers and politicians strongly deplored the ruling 
of the Council of State. If other forms of collective events 
(football matches, Christmas markets, cultural happenings)



(…) which may of course be very diverse. What does the 
Christmas feast mean today? As we can gather from the 
way it is presented in weekly magazines and popular media, 
it is predominantly a means to cater for warm feelings (in the 
period before Christmas certain media in Belgium organize 
‘the warmest week’ with a view to obtain money for good 
causes), to escape loneliness (felt more acutely than at 
other times of the year), to ‘chill’ together, or simply to go

whom precisely rituals are performed does not depend 
on subjective intentions, desires or tastes. The Christmas 
ritual, the holy mass of Christmas, is performed during the
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shopping and indulge oneself. When, where, why, how and 
with whom we celebrate is our own free decision, depends 

strictly on our private interests and possibilities. Particularly 
because of the corona pandemic, it was inevitable to be 
as creative as possible given the restrictions imposed on 
collective gatherings.  

How very different is ritual. When, where, why, how and with

night or in the morning of 24-25th December, to comme-
morate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The ritual is perfor-
med in a church, a sacred place architecturally organi-

zed in a specific way (directed towards the east, Jerusa-
lem, the place of Christ’s death and resurrection). Even 
though the mass may be somewhat more festive than on 
an ordinary Sunday, with beautiful garments and perhaps 
even Christmas carols, the form of the liturgy, the symbols 
and the words used are still basically the same as centu-
ries ago. The structure of the mass is beautiful in its simpli-
city: after an introitus of purification, there is the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist, at the end the 

faithful are sent out into the world. The symbols (…)

REFLECTIONS on
the CORONA PANDEMIC and RITUAL

A Belgian priest involving the
covid-deceased parishioners in the

H. Mass on Christmas 



(…) of unification with Christ and with each other are 
bread and wine (and nothing else). The role of the priest –
a role itself presupposing a specific, ceremonial ordination -
does not depend on his private insights, intentions or 
feelings, but has a fixed form. Seen from outside, the mass

is clear that there is an enormous difference between it 
and the (postmodern) feast or party. The latter serves what-
ever purposes the individual may have; that it is a commu-
nal affair is in a way not essential even though feasting in 
group may be more rewarding than celebrating on one’s 
own. Ritual is a completely different affair. It is the perfor-
mance of the ritual itself which is important, not what
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somebody gets from it. The nature and purpose of ritual 
cannot be reduced to its psychological or social function, 
even though rituals may of course provide psychological 
or social relief to the participants as a kind of by-product. 
The purpose of humans really engaged in ritual is ritual it-
self, nothing else (it is the same with humans dancing).(…)

REFLECTIONS on
the CORONA PANDEMIC and RITUAL

looks like a well-ordered choreography in which the partici-
pants ‘dance’ with and around the central symbols, as the 
groups of saints and angels dance around the Holy Lam in 

the painting of the Van Eyck brothers. In this choreography, 
the most essential elements of human life are celebrated: 
birth and death, life and its beyond, sin, guilt and redemp-
tion, darkness and light, eating and drinking in their dee-
pest significance.

Already from my brief description of the Eucharistic ritual, it



(…) Whatever the thoughts, feelings or intentions of the 
participants, participating in the ritual is the essential thing, 

not the good vibes, etcetera. Even if, through circumstan-
ces, our feelings are arid, our thoughts unfocused and 
distracted, participating in ‘the dance’ is what is impor-
tant. Being there, as part of the community, is enough. The 
communal prayer is also our prayer, even if we remain
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dumb and cold. Sometimes, however, it happens that 
precisely through our distraction the ritual reveals to us its 
intrinsic meaning.

The special attraction rituals still have for many people has 
to do with repetition: repetition of the same (old) words, 
songs and gestures. Their ‘impersonal’ nature paradoxi-

cally is able to reveal the deepest meanings. Preci-
sely in and through ritual individuals can escape themsel-

ves, escape their fickle, continuously changing moods and 
desires, and give in to the transcendental, waiting for its 
revelation. Ritual is reenactment of a real presence in 
symbols. Repetition is the condition of possible revelation. 

Thus wrote the poet Robert Frost in his poem ‘Snow’ in 
Mountain Island (1920):

Things must expect to come in front of us
A many times… Before we see them…

Our very life depends on everything’s
Recurring till we answer from within.
The thousandth time may prove the charm.

It can be no accident that rituals appeal to people in the 
same way poems and music (and dance) appeal to them.

REFLECTIONS on
the CORONA PANDEMIC and RITUAL

Herman DE DIJN, CGSJ
Prof. Em., Philosophy dept., 

Catholic University of Leuven (B).



THE AMERICAS PRIORY
It was nearly one year ago exactly that the world changed, possibly forever. As the global pandemic spread, every facet 
of our lives had to be re-imagined and re-configured. While our personal lives were being transformed, our work as a 
philanthropic order had to continue. As Knights and Dames have throughout the centuries, the Order of St. John respon-
ded with generosity, courage and mercy.  Neither the Coronavirus, nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness could slow 
our efforts to serve the sick, the lonely, the poor and forgotten. Pro Fide ! Pro Utilitate Hominum !  
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You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 

nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.” Psalm 91:5-6

As a Priory, we began the transition from the inspired and stable leadership provided by our 
departing Prior Ann Van Ness who stepped down after years of exemplary service. Chevalier 
James S. Gavrilos (Florida Commandery) was elected Prior in April and began forming a new 
Priory Council and revising the By-Laws to bring them into conformity with current practice. 
Chevalier Vinnie Bonagura, MD (New York Commandery) will continue to serve as Vice Prior. 
Chevalier Duncan Hurd (West Indies Commandery) will serve as Secretary, with Chevalier James 
Ballerano (Florida Commandery) serving as Treasurer. Each of the Commanders from the Prior 
(New York, Florida, West Indies and Houston) along with Immediate Past Prior Ann Van Ness were 
also appointed to the Priory Council. The immediate focus for the Americas Priory was the encou-
ragement of each Commandery to focus on being the hands of Jesus Christ in their local commu-
nities. 

Florida Commandery:  Dame Isabelle Paul
Florida Commandery Pinning Ceremony 2021
The Florida Commandery of the Americas Priory held a pinning ceremony on January 21, 2021 at 
St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church in Boca Raton, Florida.  Five new aspirants were pinned during the 
ceremony, including Father Andrew Sherman, John Frezza and Joanne Mancari, Pam Coffey, and 
Diane Abdo-Robertson, the wife of Chevalier Dr. Jon Robertson KGSJ.  The Commandery is plea-
sed to announce that new aspirant Father Andrew Sherman, Rector of St. Gregory’s, will serve as 
the Commandery Chaplin.  The Ceremony was presided over by H.E. Bailiff Isabelle K. Paul, (…)



(…) OSJ Commander of the Florida Commandery, and H.E. Prior James Gavrilos KJSJ of The Americas Priory. A reception 
for new aspirants and members of the Florida Commandery was held after the ceremony at Royal Palm Yacht Club in 
Boca Raton.
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Aspirants, (from left to right) John Frezza and Joanne 
Mancari, Commander Isabelle Paul, Father Andrew 
Sherman, Pam Coffey, and Diane Abdo-Robertson. 

Florida Commandery Philanthropy 2020
The Florida Commandery was forced to cancel its annual fundraising Gala in 2020 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, but the 
organization successfully raised over $100,000 in contributions and donations from members and patrons of the local OSJ 
Chapter. The Florida Commandery funded major grants during the year to charitable organizations in the South Florida 

region targeting food insecurity among residents facing economic challenges as a result of the Pandemic. The Florida 
Commandery’s 2021 solemn ceremony of Investiture and annual Knights and Dames Gala will be held again this year in 
Boca Raton, Florida, on November 6, 2021. All OSJ members are welcome. During the past year, the Florida Commandery 
distributed grants to the following charities: American Association of Caregiving Youth, Boca Helping Hands, Boca

Commander 
Isabelle Paul 

pins new 
aspirant Fr. 

Andrew 
Sherman, 

the Florida 
Cdry. 

Chaplin.



(…) Raton Synagogue, Caridad Center, Casey Cares Partnership, Chapman Partnership, Family Promise of South Palm 
Beach County, Gateway Community Outreach, Gulfstream Goodwill, Second Chance Initiative, Spirit of Giving, and St. 
Nicholas Holy Grill.
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****** St. Nicholas Holy 
Grill ensures the 
community will be 
clothed and feed 
through the power of 
church with decades 
of history in assisting 
the homeless in sur-
rounding communities. 
Due to Covid-19 emer-
gency relief was nee-
ded to extend services 
to larger community 
base. (…)

American Association of Caregiving 
Youth’s ultimate goal is for no child in the 
US to drop out of school because of fami-
ly caregiving responsibilities. We want to 
increase awareness and provide support 
services for youth caregivers and their 
families by connecting them with Health-
care, education and community 
resources.

Casey Cares Foundation knows 
how difficult life can be for families 
with critically ill children and aim to 
help keep families’ spirits high by 
arranging programming – whether 
it’s a simple movie night and a 
fresh pair of pajamas or attending 
a major sporting event.



(…)                                                          West Indies Commandery: Chevalier Owen Bethel
Due to the pandemic and consequent travel and social gathering restrictions imposed, the Commandery suspended all 
activity during 2020. Monthly Executive Committee meetings and the Annual General Meeting were held via teleconfe-
rence.
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both members and guest speakers on topics related to three areas identified as relevant to the mission and purpose of the 

Order: Health care, Welfare, and Poverty Alleviation. These lectures will be held via Zoom and open to the general global 
membership of the Order and the public at large. This will be an avenue for the Order to be visible on a broader regional 
and global level. This initiative will be rein-forced by the utilization of social media outlets, namely Facebook and Insta-
gram, to publicize and promote the presence, work and activities of the Commandery.
An Annual Report on the “State of the Islands” will also be compiled and published. This Report will highlight the current 
conditions and challenges faced by each island within the Commandery, whether as a result of the pandemic or hurri-
canes or other catastrophic events.

Houston Commandery: Dame Janet Hall
During the initial phases of the pandemic, OSJ Houston partnered with Montgomery County - Meals on Wheels, Breakfast 
Bag program.  We were able to provide approx 2,000 breakfast bags for our most food-insecure seniors in Montgomery 
County who were unable to leave their homes. This was a 'hands-on' project where each bag was decorated, then 
stuffed with a breakfast bar, oatmeal packages, Peanut butter crackers and a Raisin box along with an inspirational (…)

For 2021 it was decided to start the new year by holding a General Meeting 
for all members via Zoom. This was held on 30th January, at which time the 
new Prior, H. E. James Gavrilos addressed the members. The incoming Com-
mander, Owen Bethel, outlined that going forward, a General Meeting of 
members would be held on a quarterly basis so as to maintain contact with 
and engagement of the entire membership during this period of pandemic 
restrictions.
While fundraising activities will be limited, consideration will be given to an 
online auction. Plans are underway for the production of a specialty bracelet 
and pendant depicting the Maltese Cross as sale items to members of the 
Order. Protective masks with the Maltese Cross embroidered on each would 
also be produced and sold by the Commandery to members of the Priory.
A Lecture Series is in the planning phase and will feature presentations by



(…) message.  It was an easy project where various members and friends 
donated and assembled bags in their homes and then took them to a drop-
off point for delivery.  This project provides a second meal to supplement 
regular distribution for Meals on Wheels. During the initial phases of the 
pandemic, OSJ Houston partnered with Montgomery County - Meals on 
Wheels, Breakfast Bag program. We were able to provide approx 2,000 
breakfast bags for our most food-insecure seniors in Montgomery County 
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who were unable to leave their homes.  This was a 'hands-on' project where each bag was de-
corated, then stuffed with a breakfast bar, oatmeal packages, Peanut butter crackers and a 
Raisin box along with an inspi-rational message.  It was an easy project where various members 
and friends donated and assembled bags in their homes and then took them to a drop-off point 
for delivery. This project provides a second meal to supplement regular distribution for Meals on 
Wheels. 
In the fall of 2020, we began zoom meetings with various charities which were identified with 

significant needs, especially during these pandemic times. We choose Hope Center Houston, 
who serve the homeless community in dire need of help, now more than ever. Hope Center 
Houston addresses needs with hot food, manna bags and clothing, as well as counseling, 
showers, mail services, clothes washing, job training and basic medical services. Currently, 
donations are low and needs are increasing for the homeless communities. We worked closely 

with the director and identified specific needs, which 
their budget does not cover. As Houston prepared for
the recent cold weather, we donated $2500 to assist with blankets, sleeping bags, 
tents and other needs that will care for the ‘least of these.’
The ‘weather-proof” supplies are needed year-round as they serve the homeless, 
but together with the Houston Police Department and Hope Center Houston, the 
warm coverings were given out just in time. Rev. Wayland Coe and I met with the 
director, Dr. Bob Butler, for a tour of the facility and to present our check early 
February 2021. They are doing an excellent job with masks, cleanliness and taking 
protocols seriously at the Center - and very appreciative of our support.

James GAVRILOS, KJSJ, Prior The Americas Priory



QUOTE
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Earth’s saddest day 

and 

earth’s gladdest day 

were just 

three days apart.



On December 8, 2021, Dame Godelieve Vandenber-
ge died at the age of 81 from the consequences of 
Covid. She joined Prioratus Flandriæ in 1975 and was 
our oldest Priory member.

Godelieve was a warm and sweet lady with a big 
heart for the Order and for the weakest in society. For 
years she provided a pleasant and tidy Christmas 
dinner for the less fortunate in Ronse (Belgium).

Given the circumstances, only a small delegation 
could be present at the funeral ceremony.

We wish her friend Els a lot of strength in these difficult 
days.
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In Memoriam: Godelieve VANDENBERGE, DJSJ,
Prioratus Flandriae (B)

Chev. Erwin VANDECAUTER, KSJ,
Prioratus Flandriae Priory



REFLECTIONS on The Dark Night of the Soul.  
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REFLECTIONS on
Dark Night of the Soul

The ‘Dark Night of the Soul’ of Saint John of the Cross, who was a 
major figure of the Counter-Reformation, a Spanish mystic, Catholic 
saint, Carmelite friar and priest, narrates the journey of the soul from 
bodily home to union with God. The journey occurs during night, 
representing the hardships and difficulties the soul meets in detach-
ment from the world, and reaches the light of the union with God. The 
book is divided into two sections reflecting the two phases of the dark 
night. The first is a purification of the senses. The second, and more 
intense of the two stages, is that of the purification of the spirit. Dark 
Night of the Soul is part of four works by John dealing with the "Dark 
Night of the Soul," when the individual Soul undergoes earthly and 
spiritual privations in search of union with God. 

We could say that our world is going through the ‘dark night of the 
soul’ in these corona hardship times. So many people experience a 
collapse of a perceived meaning in life… an eruption into their life of a 
deep sense of meaninglessness. The inner state in some cases is very 
close to what is conventionally called depression. Nothing makes 
sense anymore, there’s no purpose to anything. 

The corona pandemic has triggered a shake up on so many different 
levels. The meaning that you had given your life, your activities, your 
achievements, where you are going, what is considered important, 
and the meaning that you had given your life for some reason collap-
ses. 

Really what has collapsed is the whole conceptual framework for your 
life. That results in a dark place. (…)



(…) There is the possibility that you emerge out of it into a transformed state of
consciousness. Life has meaning again, but it’s no longer a conceptual meaning that 
you can necessarily explain. Quite often it’s from there that people awaken out of 
their conceptual sense of reality, which has collapsed.

They awaken into something deeper. A deeper sense of purpose or connectedness 
with a greater life that is not dependent on explanations or anything conceptual. It’s 
a kind of re-birth. The dark night of the soul is a kind of death. What dies is the egoic 
sense of self. Of course, death is always painful, but nothing real has actually died -
only an illusory identity.  

The hardest part of the dark night of the soul is to face your shadow which contains 
the repressed parts of yourself such as your fears, desires, traumas, and beliefs. 
During this experience meditation and quietude will be a helpful practice to meet life 
at a level beyond the noise and chaos of the fractured mind. More and more you will 
start to see the world as it is, rather than what you were taught, or what you would 
prefer it to be. From a place of calm, you can be honest enough with yourself to 
rebuild your life in accordance with who you are, or aspire to be. 

“There can be no rebirth without a dark night of the soul, a total annihilation of all that 
you believed in and thought that you were.” - Hazrat Inayat Khan. 

“We rarely find people who achieve great things without first going astray.” - Meister 
Eckhart.
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Inez Vermeulen, DSJ,
Intendant

Loon Commandery,
Low Countries (B) 

REFLECTIONS on
Dark Night of the Soul
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General report, Award to Bailiff Peter Wiltshire
Investiture Service St Andrews Anglican Parish Church, Brighton, Melbourne, February 27, 2021

Welcoming the new year may feel more than a bit 
different this year, given the challenges of 2020 and the 
inability to celebrate together. For the Victorian Priory, 
we see it as a chance to consider our progress towards 

achieving our Priory’s long term goals.

But this year, thinking about the long-term is more 
difficult. The pandemic has served as a reminder that 
something unexpected can force us to change direc-
tion very quickly. Without stating the obvious, the future 
has become less predictable, which also means that 
setting long-term goals is much more difficult and in 
spite of solid planning of tangible “events” such as In-
vestitures, Annual Chapter mee-tings, Council Mee-
tings, attendance at Sovereign Council meetings/Petit 
Conseil, our learned experience is always that it is im-
portant to have Plan B, C, and even D under conside-
ration! We know that a “re-turn to normal” - meaning 
life exactly as it was before COVID-19 - is highly unlikely.

BUT, unexpectantly Covid 19 does provide opportuni-
ties to streamline the way in which we operate, and 
direct and manage the Priory’s business.

Of course Major fund raising is imperative in supporting 
the ‘hospitaller’ work of the Order – targeted fund 
raising to support chosen charities and foundations.

This work has been seve-
rely im-pacted during 
2020, but has not dimini-
shed the resolve of the 
Major Event Committee 
which has picked up the 
reins, following our Priory 
Administrative meeting 
by ZOOM in January to 
refine the assistance to 
be provided to Code 9 
Foundation (to Support
Victorian Emergency Services First Responders suffering from 
PTSD).  The Ballarat and the Geelong Commanderies continue 
to support their communities in financial terms and indeed are 
making a real difference to the increasing recipients/service 
providers in need. 

We continue to meet successfully on the ZOOM Platform – as 
are our Commanderies and committees. Reasons include the 
practicality of dealing with Covid restrictions and keeping 
safe; abolishes travelling concerns/wasted time; ensures an 
efficient meeting. Given the geographic size of our Priory, and 
the long distances to travel to meetings, the appropriate use 
of IT has been a real bonus.

The need for such ‘agile planning’ has been brought (…)

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https://www.weddingvic.com.au/church-wedding-melbourne/st-andrews-anglican-church-brighton/&psig=AOvVaw1rGaUPZtAsSTYa7qd9Ebnf&ust=1615109203279000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCQgeWsm-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


Chevalier Reverend Dr Kevin Yelverton KJSJ. 

Of course we had the obligatory Covid 19 Safety Plan in 
place at the Church and the Reception Centre, and regis-
tration of all attendees was mandatory. The current restric-
tions regarding social distancing were adhered to.  
Thankfully, the day before the Investiture, the requirement to 
wear face masks was relaxed in certain circumstances – our 
Service being in the latter group.

The Victorian Priory’s second Investiture will be held on June 

19th 2021, which will be preceded by our Priory’s Annual 
Chapter Meeting, and also the Grand Priory Chapter 
Meeting, and followed by the Service of Investiture and the 
traditional Celebratory Luncheon. 
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(…) into stark relief by the COVID-19 pandemic. I read in a 

local paper, with bemusement (but noting the truth in the 
statement) that ‘Any annual plans set in January are now 
essentially works of fiction’!

In spite of the negative effects of the pandemic, our Priory 
continues to grow in strength and resolve. We invested seven 
new members (two dames and five knights) on the 27th 
February 2021 – and this was the third time lucky, with the 
previous dates having to be discarded due to COVID 19 

outbreaks.
The Service was a wonderful time of worship and celebra-
tion, conducted by Grand Prior Chevalier David Wilckens 
CJSJ and our Grand Priory Prelate Chevalier Reverend 
Cannon David O’Neill KJSJ assisted by the Priory Chaplain

*****

***
(…)
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The Quartet from Concordis Chamber Choir, and in the 

background the organist Dr Calvin Bowman

The OSJ Members following the Investiture, gathe-

red on the entrance steps of the Church. The newly 

invested members are at the immediate front.

a fine view of the body of St Andrews 
Anglican Church.

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https://www.weddingvic.com.au/church-wedding-melbourne/st-andrews-anglican-church-brighton/&psig=AOvVaw1rGaUPZtAsSTYa7qd9Ebnf&ust=1615109203279000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCQgeWsm-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
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We are expecting a further seven eminently worthy Aspi-
rants to be invested into the Order. The Grand Prior Cheva-

lier David Wilckens CJSJ  took the opportunity to present 
Diplomas and insignias to several members, including Bailiff 
Peter Wiltshire OSJ CMSJ (picture right) who received a 
special recognition of the Lieutenant Grand Master; and 
the elevation of the Prior, Dame Barbara Abley AM GCSJ 
and Chevalier Barry Abley GCSJ who were both elevated 
to Grand Cross of Justice. 

Of note: our Priory congratulated and acknowledged 

Chevalier Alan Day KJSJ who has turned 100 years of age. 
We thank the Grand Prior for his acknowledgements of this 
great milestone and also for arranging  a  special  (…)

*****

GENERAL REPORT & INVESTITURE
Priory of Victoria (AU)

The OSJ Members following the Investiture, gathe-

red on the entrance steps of the Church. The newly 

invested members are at the immediate front.

The seven newly Invested turn to face the 

assembled members.

***

The Presentation 

of the very rarely 

granted Cross of 

Merit to Bailiff 
Peter Wiltshire

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https://www.weddingvic.com.au/church-wedding-melbourne/st-andrews-anglican-church-brighton/&psig=AOvVaw1rGaUPZtAsSTYa7qd9Ebnf&ust=1615109203279000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCQgeWsm-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI


(…) acknowledgement from the Lieutenant Grand Master HE Paul Borg OSJ - Malta. Chevalier Alan Day is a much deco-
rated World War 2 veteran, pictured below amidst school children at an ANZAC Day Service held at their school.

With very best wishes,

Dame Barbara H Abley AM GCSJ
Prior

Victorian Priory
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Official party including: the Grand Prior, Prior, Prelate, 

Priory Chaplain, Parish Vicar, Crucifer, Judge at Arms, 

Vice Prior, Membership and Development Councillor, 

Geelong Commander

Chevalier Alan Day

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https://www.weddingvic.com.au/church-wedding-melbourne/st-andrews-anglican-church-brighton/&psig=AOvVaw1rGaUPZtAsSTYa7qd9Ebnf&ust=1615109203279000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCQgeWsm-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAI
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He is not here, 

for He has risen !

Matthew, 28:6



On December 13, 2020, surrounded by his beloved ones, Pieter Van Cauwelaert, KJSJ, 
honorary Commander of the Commandery of Brabant, passed away and was re-
united with his late spouse, Yolande Kestens, CGSJ, who passed away the previous 

year.
Pieter Van Cauwelaert was born in Neerpede ( Anderlecht ) on May 1, 1927. As a 
young man he played soccer at the reknown Royal Sporting Club Anderlecht.
His profession was the design and construction of parks and gardens. As a young
entrepreneur, he gained great fame by laying out the gardens and lawns at the 1958 
World’s Fair at the Heysel in Brussels, where for the first time use was made of pre-sown
grass carpets that were delivered rolled up. The villa’s, country houses and castles
that Pieter did justice to through the creation of beautiful parks, are countless. These 
works often resulted in lasting friendships with the clients.
Pieter was entrusted by the Lord of Buizingen Castle, called “Goudkasteeltje“ (“Gold 
Castle”), a former country estate of the de la Thurn and Tassis (von Thurn und Taxis) 
family, with adapting his park. Later, he married Yolande, the daughter of the house, 
and became for more than 60 years the Lord of “Goudkasteeltje”.
Long before the notion of networking existed, Pieter and Yolande were the center of 
a very wide circle of friends from all walks of live in Belgium. Ministers and members of 
parliament , mayors and aldermen, bishops and priests, magistrates and civil servants, 
professors and scientists, entrepreneurs and merchands, singers and artists, soccer-
and cycling champions and many others,  were regular guests at the “ 
Goudkasteeltje “. No one declined an invitation for a “dinner amongst friends“ at the
stately home of Yolande and Pieter. And these dinners were always highlights of 
gastronomy, exchange of ideas and conviviality.
For many years Pieter and Yolande were very active members of the Brabant Com-
mandery of the Order. They were outstanding personalities in the Commandery and 
in the Priory of the Low Countries. They invariably took part in almost every (…)
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In Memoriam: Pieter VAN CAUWELAERT, KJSJ,
Low Countries Priory (B)



(…) activity of the Commandery or the Priory and their gene-
rous charity was never called upon in vain, when needs had to 

be met. 
From 2003 to 2006 Pieter was Commander of the Commandery 
of Brabant. The highlight of his Commandership was the magni-
ficent St. John’s feast in 2006 in the Basilica of St. Martin in Halle, 
which started with a stylish breakfast at the “Goudkasteeltje“, 
followed later in the day by a splendid reception. Regularly,  
Pieter and Yolande received the knights, dames and spouses of 
the Priory of the Low Countries together with their many other 
friends with generous cordiality and in great style in the fairytale-
like castle. The difference between the “Goudkasteeltje“ and 
other fairy tales, is that the “Goudkasteeltje“ really exists. It was 
a special privilege for all of us to feel a little bit at home there as 
well.
The passing away of Pieter was honored with a full page at the
national TV-station VRT’s webpage.
The Priory of the Low Countries remembers with grief and grati-
tude Honorary Commander Pieter, one of its most outstanding, 
versatile, meritorious and beloved members.
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Chev. Jos VAESEN, KJSJ, 
hon. Commander

Brabant Cdry. 
Low Countries Priory (B)



In memoriam: Paul DOMS, CGSJ

Commandery Brabant mourns the passing of his oldest fellow brother of the Priory of the Low 
Countries: Paul Doms, CGSJ, who died suddenly on October 14, 2020, shortly before his 97th 
year of live. He was born in Vilvoorde and passed away in Grimbergen. He was gifted with an 
extraordinary zest for work and a passionate social engagement, anchored in numerous local 
and national associations. Typical for his commitment, is his statement “work is my leisure and it 
keeps me healthy“. He remained professionaly active until a very old age. It is even difficult to 
say whether he ever stopped working. He was a reknown Architect, Urban Planner and Expert 
at the courts and public prosecutors’ offices. As a judicial Expert, he carried out more than 
2600 assignments. As an Architect, he is best known for the conception and constructions of 
several hospitals, nursing homes and residential areas. He possessed an exceptional working 
discipline and adhered to the highest ethical values. In addition to his work as an Architect, he 
also devoted himself to training student-architects as a professor in Architecture. He worked 
for 40 years at the Saint Lukas Institute for Architecture and Building Techniques in Brussels and 
also trained legal Experts at the Universities of Leuven and Brussels. His courses invariably 
ended with three pieces of advice : 1. Do your work with pleasure  2. Do what you like and do 
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Chev. Carlo DE VOS, *GSJ, 
Vice_Chancellor

Brabant Cdry. 
Low Countries Priory (B)

it in the best possible way 3. Stick to your ethical principles, be honest with yourself and with the others. He liked to pass on 
knowledge and experience. That is why he collected all his knowledge and practical experience, related to construction, in 52
voluminous folders that adorned his library. He spent daily an average of 1h30’ updating these folders and bringing them up to  
the latest building techniques.
He also devoted himself very meritoriously to the social and cultural groups in his immediate surroundings.
He received an overwhelming number of decorations for his long years of active and inspiring commitment. For lack of space, 
we will have to omit their enumeration.
We will continue to carry him in our hearts and remember him for his festive spirit and never-ending dynamism.
May he now find rest in the palm of God’s hand.



International obituary:
Several members in different Priories unfortunately passed away from this life. The Benelux/Low Countries lost their
eldest active member, Chev. Paul Doms, CGSJ, at the age of 97, and he and three other deceased OSJ members
are honoured in an In Memoriam in this edition: Chev. Col. (ret.) John H. Roush Jr., CGSJ, age 98, a Battle of the
Bulge Veteran , Chev. Pieter Van Cauwelaert too, KJSJ, age 93, a man of great merit and influence in the Belgian
Cristian democracy, and Dame Godelieve Vandenberge, DJSJ, age 81: all of them founding members of their OSJ
units.
Our deepest gratitude remains for the achievements and fraternity of all deceased within and beyond the Order. 
May they all rest in the peace of our Lord; their name liveth for evermore ! 

Elections and Nominations, Promotions
Chev. Ronald VEREECKEN, KJSJ (picture right) has been appointed to Prior of the Saint Alexander 
Nevski Priory (B), in succession of Chev. Louis LOOSSENS, CJSJ, who has been Prior for 10 years. All
the very best to Prior Ronald VEREECKEN in the fulfillment of his office, and nice emeritus times to
his predecessor after many years of hard work fo the Order !

COVID TIMES
Following national and local decrees and/or based on common sense in these hazardous times, almost all of the
Order’s national and regional activities and gatherings are postponed mostly sine die in most parts of the OSJ
world, some of these consecutive times, even Investitures. We are more than delighted with the exceptions, like the
Investiture of 7 new Knights/Dames in Victoria (AU) on last February 27th you will have read about earlier in this
edition, and the Investiture on March 13th in Tasmania (AU) to be reported on in the 2/2021 International Herald.
These harsh times lead to personal deepening and for making this clear distinction between the Essential and the
trivialities. The most natural things, barely appreciated in good times, seem unreachable luxuries nowadays, or are
rediscovered and appreciated to the fullest when restrictions are temporarily lowered. Good times will return !
(…)

PERSONALIA
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(…)

COVID EVALUATION MEETING Petit Conseil by videoconference,
SOVEREIGN COUNCIL postponed to November

The Petit Conseil had a covid-situation evaluation meeting by videoconference on last January 16. Postponement of
the Sovereign Council was wisely proclaimed from the planned dates in April to November 5th and/or 6th. Even if
travelling would no longer be restricted by next October, it is highly questionnable if a ‘live’ meeting of the Sovereign
Council in Malta is safe and feasible and preferable, most of our membership of the Sovereign Council being consi-
dered as a risk group by authorities, let alone if we would reach a sufficient quorum in place to gather and vote.
Therefore the possibility of a professionally set up videoconference Sovereign Council with electronic votig facilities is
seriously taken into account and kept in reserve. We strongly hope that it won’t be necessary to fall back to a digital
Sovereign Council: there’s absolutely no substitute for meeting each other in person; but there is at least a boni patris
familiae ‘Plan B’ up in our sleeve.

DISCLAIMER
Please note that the information in this magazine, including all articles, does not make any claims. Any information
offered is expressly the opinion of the creator/author of that material. It is respectfully offered to you to explore, in
the hope and with the intention that exploring this material will be informative and helpful to you. This magazine
contains material protected under International and Federal Copyright Laws and Treaties. You may not publish,
display, disclose, modify, distribute, or create derivative works based on the magazine contents or any part thereof.

LITTLE WORD FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Arms, I hope you’ll enjoy this 1/2021 edition, despite of all what is socially happening – or
rather being cancelled - on this globe. I must say that the difference between the OSJ and other organizations like f.i.
service clubs shows absolutely in harsh times like these: with the cancelled events the social contacts too almost
totally drop in the latter, within OSJ contacts on the contrary flourish, be it digitally or by telephone or facetime-like
channels; our spiritual groups f.i. produce professionaly made video meditation sessions, spread to all members
each Sunday, with the lectures of that Sunday and some positive toughts and enlightning considerations worth to
be shared. Meditation session are now done via Zoom or Teams or the like, and offer the opportunity to share
prayers and encouragements in a very warm way. (…)
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(…) Many other initiatives towards the needy are taken in a way it still happens for them as much as possible within

the given restrictions, in these times when it’s even more needed than ever. Real character shows in times of
adversity.
This being said, it is a vast understatement that it is a sheer privilege in different meanings to be part of our Order.

My sincerest thanks to all authors who have contributed and are still contributing to our International Herald, with-
out them no Herald at all, reflecting all the Order’s good works and high spirits pro Fide pro utilitate Hominum.
Keep up this splendid action on both domains of our motto, and do NOT forget to send me content in Word and
useable pictures in Jpeg or comparable by the end of May to come, at the latest ☺ !

Gently take care of each other and of your fellow man within and beyond the Order, as you always did ! In antici-

pation of Easter, I wish you all a warm and reflective Fasten time, looking forward to the resurrection of Him who

learnt us that, even in extreme suffering and beyond, hope is never ever lost.

Yours most sincerely in X° and St-John.

OSJ, Editor,
Benelux Grand Prior.

Memorial to the first 
location of the Knights 

Hopsitaller’s Hospice in 
Jeruzalem, within the

historic city walls.
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